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6. HEALTH HAlARD DATA: (CONTINUED) 

animal studies, as well as several human epidemiology studies, 
failed to show a tumorigenic response relatable to methylene 
chloride. Methylene chloride is not believed to pose a 
measurable carcinogenic risk to man when handled as recommended. 
Birth defects are unlikely. Exposures having no effect on the 
mother should have no effect on the fetus. Did not cause birth 
defects in animals; other effects were seen in the fetus only at 
doses which caused toxic effects to the mother. In animal 
studies, has been shown not to interfere with reproduction. 
Negative or equivocal results have been obtained in mutagenicity 
tests using mammalian cells or animals. This is consistent with 
the lack of interaction with DNA in rats and hamsters. Although 
results of Ames bacterial tests have generally been positive, 
overall the data suggest that genotoxic potential does not 
appear to be a significant factor in the toxicity of methylene 
chloride. 

7. FIRST AID: 

EYES: Irrigate with flowing water immediately and continuously 
for 15 minutes. Consult medical personnel. 

SKIN: Wash off in flowing water or shower. 

INGESTION: Do not induce vomiting. Call a physician and/or 
transport to emergency facility immediately. 

INHALATION: Remove to fresh air. If not breathing, give 
mouth-to-mouth resuscitation. If breathing is difficult, give 
oxygen. Call a physician. 

NOTE TO PHYSICIAN: Because rapid absorption may occur through 
lungs if aspirated and cause systemic effects, the decision of 
whether to induce vomiting or not should be made by a 
physician. If lavage is performed, suggest endotracheal and/or 
esophageal control. Danger from lung aspiration must be 
weighed against toxicity when considering emptying the stomach. 
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